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Thanks to your generosity, 2017 was a great year in
which more than

people were positively im-

pacted by JDA’s WASH/BLiSS programs and more
than

Learn about the
Kurdistan region.
page 3

farmers by the RADP-North Agricul-

ture activities. We are excited for 2018 and look for-

ward to sharing with you the stories of those people
whose lives you’ve help change. Thank you again for
your contribution and support!
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www.jdainternational.org

JDA will additionally drill 10 new
wells, because these areas rely on
just a few water points and private
tanks. Not nearly enough, as families living in these villages have
multiplied.
Puppet shows that teach kids

about hygiene are also in the
works for two schools to celebrate
Global Hand Washing Day in OcThis year, JDA will pause the BLiSS training

tober. The puppet programs have

program and focus on the Nutrition and

proven immensely popular and

WASH programs. Integrating key nutrition

empower children to share what

actions with hygiene will strengthen and

they have learned about hygiene

support our vision for healthy Afghan com-

and sanitation with their families.

munities.

Teachers too love the program,
because it creates a healthier class-

JDA will again push to raise awareness of

room environment.

the most prevalent health issues caused by
hygiene and poor nutrition. Our trainers
will continue to help build the necessary

Direct Beneficiaries in 2018

practical skills for prevention. Women will
learn about good personal and household
hygiene, using safe water, the importance of
hand washing, the role of nutrition in a

District

Women

Men

Children

Balkh

1000

360

5440

Dehdadi

200

1040

1640

hygiene and nutrition training will target an

Nahre Shahe

1500

250

7000

estimated 3,400 women, and 1,840 men.

Sholgara

500

150

2600

After surveying some areas, JDA has chosen

Kholm

200

40

960

child’s early years, and how to prepare balanced meals for their families.

This year’s

the districts of Balkh, Dehdadi, Nahre
Shahi, Sholgara and Kholm as the key areas

for program implementation.

JDA continues its activities in the
RADP-North project, training and helping farmers to strengthen their wheat
and high value crop productivity.

An-

other 30,000 farmers will be trained in
2018 through our various agriculture
activities.
Women from Jowzjan province receive hygiene
packages after completing Hygiene and Nutrition
Training.

JDA is fully registered in Kurdistan.
Our team is hopeful and excited to
begin working to meet the needs of the
Kurdish people, and we hope you are
too.
Many families desire to return back to
their villages and start living normal
lives again, but the damage done to
their homes by ISIS is terrible. One of
our main objectives for Kurdistan is to

Farmers in Conservation Agriculture training,
learning how to operate a thresher and seeing its
benefits.

help families rebuild their homes, and
thus revive village life.
JDA is developing an agriculture program to help farmers increase the yield
in greenhouses, plant new high value
cash crops, and restore livestock herds
for families. We want to help build a
sustainable

agricultural

sector

by

providing quality food and restoring

livelihoods.

Home destroyed by ISIS in Alqosh, Nineveh
Governates.

Iraqi Kurdistan, officially called
Kurdistan Region, is located in
the north of Iraq, and consti-

Erbil

tutes the country’s only autonomous region.

Its capital is Er-

bil.
Kurdistan has a population of 5.2 million. It has four provinces: Erbil, Sulaymaniya, Dahuk, and Halabja which all together cover approximately 40,000
square kilometers. The region is geographically diverse, from hot and dry plains
to cooler mountainous areas with natural springs and snowfall in winter.
Its people, the Kurds, are of IndoEuropean origin. They speak Kurdish
and Arabic, and comprise the majority
of the population, however, included
therein are also Arab, Armenian, Assyri-

an, Persian, and Turkman communities.
Another minority group is the Ezidy,
who practice Ezidism (a religion practiced only in Kurdistan).

There is a

large number of minority Christians of

Erbil Main Square: Th e place w h er e
Kurdish people meet, and socialize. This is a
great place to sit down, relax, observe and

different churches: Syrian Catholic, Syrian Orthodox, Assyrian Church of the
East, and Chaldean Catholic.
After 3 years of fighting ISIS, the Iraqi
government declared final victory in
2017.

During the fight against ISIS,

more than 1.2 million people from the
Kurdistan region were displaced. The
return of families to their areas is continuing rapidly and creating opportunities in agriculture development.

Perimeter walls of Erbil Citadel: Er bil’s
Citadel has over 7,000 years of history. Inside
the Citadel there are a couple of museums, but
the best part is the nice views of the city.

