
KHOLM, AFGHANISTAN For some young boys in Kholm, a 
village in northern Afghanistan, this was not just another day 
at school. The tractor demonstration was coming to town. 
The boys left school and walked to a nearby field to meet their 
fathers to see how this new farming equipment works. Their 
fathers support their families by growing “gandum” (wheat) 
and “jow” (animal feed). The boys’ fathers are members of an 
agricultural cooperative, and today twenty-four of them have 
come out to see something new, a Chinese Two-Wheel Trac-
tor.  
JDA staff contacted the chief of the agricultural cooperative in 
Kholm to explain how the Chinese tractors work. They are ex-
tremely efficient and more cost-effective in the long-run than 
the traditional oxen and plow method that the farmers cur-
rently use. The chief was very interested in the tractor and in-
vited them to come to a field they would prepare to show all 
the farmers, first-hand, how the tractors work.  
The farmers were amazed at the tractor’s capabilities and en-
joyed the opportunity to plow a row of the field themselves. 
Though the day was a success, there are yet many obstacles 
facing these farmers and others like them all across Afghani-
stan.  
The farmers in Kholm only have expendable cash after a crop 
yield, which only happens once a year and even then is un-
predictable. To purchase any large farm equipment, they 
need some type of payment schedule to match their cash 
flow. But for lending institutions and businesses, this is difficult 
because of their own cash flow needs; they need a monthly 
income of loan repayments.  

Farmers gather around to view the tractor 
demonstration. 


