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DEAR FRIENDS,
JDA is happy to bring you updates and information on our current activities in Afghanistan. If you have
visited our website recently, you may have noticed it has a new look and feel. We designed our website to
give you and our partners a better sense of JDA’s work. You can also see recent updates on our Facebook
and Instagram page.
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We want to take this opportunity to thank you for your continuous support and encouragement. YOU are
the one making the positive impact on people’s lives through JDA!

RADP-NORTH ACTIVITY
Early last year, JDA partnered with Development Alternatives Inc. (DAI), a lead implementer in improving
the productivity of wheat cultivation to reduce farmers’ losses. Wheat is the most important crop in Afghanistan supplying on average 50% of caloric consumption. The Regional Agricultural Development
Program-North program aims to improve
wheat productivity and strengthen market
linkages so that households can meet their
food needs with less land devoted to wheat.
Farmers will then have the opportunity to
shift land from wheat to higher value crops
that would increase household incomes and
result in improved nutritional outcomes.
As part of the RADP-North curriculum, JDA
will work along with DAI for the next 5 years.
We will train and provide technical assistance
to farmers and agribusinesses in northern
Afghanistan provinces: Samangan, Jawzjan, and Baghlan. The main training topics are weed control, seed
selection, Purdue Improved Crop Storage (PICS), and reaping.
Weed Control
Participants are led through proper weed control practices and methods that will increase wheat yields.

Seed Selection
Through availability of seed samples, farmers become more familiar with a greater range of seed available
to them, and they will be able to access seed affordably.
Purdue Improved Crop Storage (PICS)
PICS storage bags are introduced in training sessions to women. PICS bags reduce grain loss to insects
during post harvest storage.
Reaping
Micro-contractors learn to properly use 2 wheel tractors with reaper attachments, to negotiate and contract
new clients, and to generate increased revenues from a new enterprise. Farmers benefit from reduced production costs.

We’ve got a new look! Let us
know what you think about it!
www.jdainternational.org

Clean water is a basic human
right which most people in
Afghanistan can only dream of,
specially in rural areas. This is
why JDA focuses mainly in
developing water supplies for
rural villages of northern
Afghanistan. The goal is to
make fresh water available and
reliable day by day.

WATER 4 MIR HAZAR
Sources of clean drinking water in Afghanistan remain a challenge. Families have no choice but to
travel great distances to collect clean water. The only choice for others is to collect water from an unsafe
river stream or drainage.

jdainter

Afghanistan Culture
In Afghanistan, most marriages are arranged by the families
of the marrying couple, rather
than as a result of a relationship initiated by the man and
the woman themselves. Although a man and a woman
often don’t know each other
before they become husband
and wife, their union may nevertheless become happy and
harmonious.

http://www.afghanistan.no/English/Sectors/
W o m e n /Fa mi ly _s tu c tu re _a n d _ ma r r i a g e /
index.html
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2 million children die globally each year from diarrheal diseases because they lack access
t0 clean water.
Mir Hazar village is located southwest
of Kolhm province.
This village is
home to 250 families (about 2000
people)). There is a river that runs
through the middle of the village which
divides Mir Hazar in two parts. The
people here drink and use muddy river
water. When the river dries, the people then travel 1 to 2 miles to bring
water to their homes.
JDA, with the assistance of a private
donor, was able to alleviate the burden
for these people by providing a potable
water source. A 130 meter well was
drilled and a 5000 liter tank installed.
JDA also installed pipes from the tank
that run over the river and provide water for the second half of the village. This allows the second
part of the village to have access to water without having to cross the river.
People of the village are extremely happy to have a clean source of water they can count on. Construction of 10 new water points for villages near and around Mazar-I Sharif will begin in August.

“This is not just water. It means much more to us.
It is like DIAMONDS.”-village elder

